
LGBTQ+ Shorts: Spin Cycle
The 418 Project

Featured Short Films:

Rainbow Girls
As San Francisco’s tech boom gentrifies their city,
three young black trans women decide to take
matters into their own hands by staging an audacious
heist targeting the city's most exclusive luxury
brands.

Director: Nana Duffuor
Region: United States
Length: 15:55

Abel
A priest, who lives in the countryside with his family,
is about to receive an unexpected call from a woman
that is going to upset him. A journey to the capital
city, a Holy Communion and one last football match.

Director: Kostantinos Karamaghiolis
Region: Greece
Length: 15:60

Liminality
In the summer of 2004, in Berkeley, California, queer
teens Nina and Jay grapple with understanding Jay's
uncharted transgender identity amidst the throes of
first love.

Director: Tess Bliven
Region: United States
Length: 13:30

The Yellow Sponge is the Dish Sponge
Do we really need to wash sheets every week? Why
would you ever have to clean a shower head? What
is the difference between the blue sponge and the
yellow sponge? These are the questions that haunt
Jason. He doesn't understand the world's obsession
(and his husband Erik's obsession) with cleanliness.
So, on the day of their big party Jason launches his
campaign to open Erik's eyes to this problem. What
starts as disagreements about Lysol Wipes and
Febreze scented trash bags turns into something
bigger as The Yellow Sponge is the Dish Sponge
looks at a couples conflict as old as time...fighting
 about household chores.

Director: Michele Noble
Region: United States
Length: 16:39

pansies
After Caleb is almost caught in the back of a pickup
truck with Logan Balfe, he has to keep things quiet
while driving Logan home.

Director: Jamie J Simiele
Region: United States
Length: 12:56

7:00 PM Opening Night Screening: F*cktoys
Del Mar Theatre

WEDNESDAY
Oct 8

WEDNESDAY
Oct 8

9:00 PM

Please join us for our Opening Night Feature Film and
a Q&A with Director, Writer, and Star Annapurna
Sriram! Part-time sex worker, full-time chaos magnet,
AP is convinced that the universe has it out for her…
and she might be right. In Fucktoys — the wild,
unfiltered debut from writer/director/star Annapurna
Sriram — AP seeks a cosmic reset after a swampy
tarot reading (courtesy Big Freedia) tells her she
needs $1,000 and a sacrificial lamb to lift her curse.
Armed with neither, she sets off on a bizarre quest
with her kindred spirit Danni (Sadie Scott) through
Trashtown, USA — a dystopian, neon-drenched
sprawl of assorted oddballs, Tom of Finland cops, and
strip clubs galore.

Director: Annapurna Sriram
Writer: Annapurna Sriram
Producer: Tim Petryni
Release Date: 2025
Region: United States of America
Length: 120 minutes

Opening Night Gala at the MAH! (FREE)
The Museum of Art and History

Kick off the Santa Cruz Film Festival with a celebration
of film, art, and community! After the opening night
screening of F*cktoys at the historic Del Mar Theater,
head over to the Museum of Art & History (MAH) for a
FREE Opening Night Party with RSVP. Enjoy four hours
of music from Tide Swing , drinks provided by Front and
Cooper, Steel Bonnet, and Birichino, food provided by
Laili and fresh oysters by Johnny’s Harborside!
Connect with filmmakers, artists, and fellow
festivalgoers, and experience the vibrant creativity that
makes Santa Cruz unique. This lively party isn’t just an
afterparty—it’s a gathering for everyone who loves
cinema and believes in the power of community. Raise a
glass, make new friends, and join us in celebrating the
artists and audiences that make Santa Cruz Film
Festival possible. Admission is free with an RSVP ticket
—don’t miss this signature kickoff to a week of
inspiration!

4:00 PM

5:30 PM

Satisfaction
Colligan Theater

Set against the backdrop of the Greek isles, the film
follows Lola who takes revenge against her sexual
partner Philip. Things begin to unravel when they
encounter the enigmatic Elena, who intoxicates Lola
with her uninhibited way of being and emboldens her
to face the roots of her pain. Please join us after for a
Q&A with Director Alex Burunova!

Director: Alex Burunova
Writer: Alex Burunova
Release Date: 2025
Region: United States
Length: 97 minutes

Thursday
Oct 9

Thursday
Oct 9

5:30 PM Parallel Shores: International
Arthouse Shorts
Indexical at The Tannery

Featured Short Films:

Réveillon
On New Year's Eve, in a small village in Northern
Greece, a father and his son await the arrival of a
Canadian businessman. The Canadian is willing to
invest in the father and son's copper mine in Albania;
this plan is the last chance for them to escape
generational poverty and transform their lives.

Director: Alexandros Vozinidis
Region: Greece
Length: 13:30

UPPER
Waiting for an asteroid to pass through the sky, two
friends play around a remote landscape, driven by a
curious urge to constantly aim higher.

Director: Lennert Madou
Region: Belgium
Length: 15:35

People & Things
A mass grave was discovered in the small town in
eastern Ukraine as consequence of the 2022 Russian
invasion. Olena (34) arrives with her daughter Kira (8)
and boyfriend Tymur (31) to collect the DNA test
result of her missing husband Ilya. During two days,
Olena will not only find out if her husband is alive, but
in addition to confronting the past, she also will be
faced with the most important one - the present.

Director: Damian Kosowski
Region: Poland
Length: 20:04

6:30 PM Out of Plain Sight with Short Film:
When the Storms Hit
Colligan Theater

When the Storms Hit captures the extraordinary
efforts of Kevin Painchaud, the sole photojournalist
at Lookout Santa Cruz, as he documents a relentless
wave of atmospheric rivers that devastated
California’s Central Coast. But the title speaks to
more than just weather—it’s also a metaphor for the
growing crisis in local journalism. With shrinking
newsrooms and disappearing budgets, Kevin and his
small team step into the void, bearing witness when
no one else can. What begins as urgent storm
coverage becomes a Pulitzer Prize–winning act of
community service—and a powerful reminder of
what’s lost when local news disappears.

Director: Sean Peoples
Producers: Sean Peoples, Michael T. Miller, Kevin
Painchaud
Release: 2025
Region: United States
Length: 09:35

When the Storms Hit

From Pulitzer Prize-finalist Rosanna Xia and Academy
Award®-winning L.A. Times Studios, OUT OF PLAIN
SIGHT is a cinematic exposé of an environmental
disaster lurking just off the coast of Southern
California. Not far from Catalina Island, aboard one of
the most-advanced research ships in the world,
David Valentine discovered a corroded barrel on the
seafloor that gave him chills. The full environmental
horror sharpens into greater clarity once he calls Los
Angeles Times journalist Rosanna Xia, who pieces
together a shocking revelation: In the years after
World War II, as many as half a million barrels of toxic
waste had been quietly dumped into the ocean – and
the consequences continue to haunt the world
today. Please join us after for a panel with Directors
Daniel Straub and Rosanna Xia and joined by Dr.
David Valentine and Joe Burnett!

Director: Daniel Straub, Rosanna Xia
Writer: Rosanna Xia
Producer: Bryce Cyrier
Release Date: 2025
Region: United States
Length: 120 minutes

7:00 PM ART AND LIFE: The Story of Jim
Phillips with Short Film: Love
Letters: A Love Note to
Skateboarding
Del Mar Theatre

Embark on the epic ride of Jim Phillips, the genius
behind skateboarding and rock culture's electrifying
art. Drawing inspiration from his life in Santa Cruz,
CA, Jim helped shape the golden era of
skateboarding. Jim's story is a profound narrative of
resilience, passion, and enduring artistic vision. This
documentary explores Jim's dynamic life and career,
showcasing his iconic work that has defined an era
and secured his place in modern art history. Join us
after for a Q&A with Art and Life Director John
Makens and the legendary Jim Phillips, moderated
by the one-and-only Judi Oyama!

Director: John Makens
Producer: John Makens
Release Date: 2024
Region: United States
Length: 90 minutes

In this candid short film, lifelong skateboarder,
Sean Taylor, revisits iconic skate spots around San
Diego, California—not as a professional, but as
someone whose life has been shaped by
skateboarding. Through personal reflections and
thematic vignettes, this film explores the pieces of
skateboarding that combine to express a sincere
love for the lifestyle. It’s a tribute to the everyday
skater—a love letter to skateboarding that reminds
us it's not about being the best, but about staying
connected to what inspires you.

Director: Alec Yasuo Walsh
Release: 2025
Region: United States
Length: 11:16

Love Letters: A Love Note to
Skateboarding

https://birichino.com/















